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Lesson Plan: Exploring Leonardo da Vinci's Inventions Through 

Descriptive Writing 

Subject: Language Arts 
Grade Level: 3-5 
Duration: 1 week (five 45-minute sessions) 
Standards: LAFS.3.RI.1.1, LAFS.4.W.2.4, LAFS.5.SL.1.1 

Objectives 

● Students will identify and describe Leonardo da Vinci’s inventions using 
descriptive language. 

● Students will compare and contrast da Vinci’s inventions with modern 
technology. 

● Students will create a descriptive paragraph about a da Vinci invention. 
● Students will engage in critical thinking and discussion about the impact of 

historical inventions on modern society. 

Language Arts: 

● LAFS.3.RI.1.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 

● LAFS.4.W.2.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and 
organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

● LAFS.5.SL.1.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with 
diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 

Materials 

● Images and descriptions of da Vinci’s inventions (can include the parachute, the 

flying machine, the armored vehicle, etc.) 
● Comparison chart template 
● Access to computers/internet for research 
● Art supplies for creating models (optional) 



Day 1: Introduction to Leonardo da Vinci 

● Warm-Up Activity: Quick write on what students know about Leonardo da Vinci. 
● Introduction: Discuss who Leonardo da Vinci was, focusing on his work as an 

inventor. 
● Activity: Show images of da Vinci’s inventions and discuss their purpose and 

how they were ahead of their time. 

Day 2: Descriptive Writing 

● Review: Recap yesterday’s inventions. 
● Mini-Lesson: Teach about adjectives and adverbs. Show how to use descriptive 

language to talk about da Vinci’s inventions. 
● Activity: Students pick one invention and write five descriptive sentences using 

new vocabulary. 

Day 3: Compare and Contrast 

● Mini-Lesson: Discuss the structure of a compare and contrast essay. 
● Activity: Students use a Venn diagram to compare da Vinci’s invention with its 

modern counterpart (e.g., da Vinci’s flying machine vs. modern airplanes). 

Day 4: Writing Workshop  

● Activity: Students draft a paragraph describing a da Vinci invention, using their 
descriptive sentences from Day 2. Encourage them to consider the invention’s 
impact and link it to modern technology. 

Day 5: Presentation and Discussion 

● Activity: Students share their paragraphs in small groups. 
● Discussion: Talk about how inventions from the past have shaped modern 

technology. 
● Closure: Reflective writing on what invention they would like to create and why. 

 



Assessment 

● Descriptive paragraphs will be assessed for clarity, use of descriptive language, 
and grammar. 

● Participation in discussions and activities. 

Extension Activity 

● Create a model of one of da Vinci’s inventions. 
● Write a fictional diary entry from da Vinci’s perspective. 

This plan integrates arts and history with language arts, encouraging students to 
explore the innovative mind of Leonardo da Vinci while enhancing their descriptive 
writing skills. 
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