
Art: Egyptian Symbols and Style 
 

Art: Egyptian Symbols and Style 
Subject: Art 
Grade Level: High School (Grade 10) 
Duration: 5 days (50 minutes each) 
 
Standards:  

● VA.912.H.1.1 – Analyze the impact of historical and cultural influences on the work of 
individual artists and groups to understand how art is a reflection of and response to time 
and culture. 

● VA.912.C.3.1 – Evaluate and refine personal works of art and design to reflect mastery 
of technique and concepts. 

● VA.912.H.2.3 – Evaluate the significance of historical and cultural artwork and artifacts. 
● VA.912.F.2.2 – Apply critical and creative thinking skills in art criticism, historical 

interpretation, and personal studio practice. 
● VA.912.S.1.1 – Use and maintain a variety of studio tools and art media to create works 

of art, independently and collaboratively. 
● VA.912.F.3.1 – Create a body of work that demonstrates proficiency in the use of digital 

tools and media for visual communication. 
● VA.912.C.1.1 – Apply a range of analytical and interpretive strategies to evaluate visual 

culture and refine artistic ideas and expression. 

Objectives: 

● Analyze the evolution of Egyptian artistic styles and their underlying philosophical 
principles. 

● Evaluate ethical issues in Egyptian heritage conservation through debate and case study 
analysis. 

● Apply traditional Egyptian techniques to create original artworks with technical and 
symbolic depth. 

● Design digital artworks and multimedia projects inspired by Egyptian art using modern 
tools. 

● Present and critique final artworks to demonstrate mastery of technique and conceptual 
understanding. 

 



Day 1: Artistic Development and Aesthetic Philosophy 

Warm-Up (5 min): Show a timeline of Egyptian art periods with corresponding images. 
Students identify patterns in proportion, symbolism, and materials. 

Stylistic Evolution Analysis (15 minutes) 

● Trace sophisticated artistic development across Egyptian periods: 
○ Predynastic (5000-3100 BCE): Naturalistic animal and human figures, geometric 

pottery 
○ Early Dynastic (3100-2686 BCE): Establishment of canonical proportions, royal 

iconography 
○ Old Kingdom (2686-2181 BCE): Perfection of classical style, idealized portraiture 
○ Middle Kingdom (2055-1650 BCE): Increased realism, emotional expression 
○ New Kingdom (1550-1077 BCE): International influences, artistic experimentation 
○ Amarna Period (1353-1336 BCE): Revolutionary naturalism, royal intimacy 
○ Late Period (664-332 BCE): Archaizing tendencies, revival of earlier styles 

● Advanced art historical analysis: 
○ Formal analysis: line, color, composition, spatial relationships 
○ Iconographic analysis: symbolic meaning, religious significance, political 

messages 
○ Contextual analysis: relationship between art and historical circumstances 

Aesthetic Philosophy Investigation (15 minutes) 

● Examine sophisticated relationships between Egyptian art and philosophical concepts: 
○ Introduce the concept of Ma’at and discuss how Egyptian art expressed balance, 

divine kingship, and eternity. Highlight major artistic developments from 
Predynastic to Late Period. 

○ Ma'at (cosmic order): how artistic conventions expressed universal balance and 
harmony 

○ Divine kingship: artistic strategies for depicting human-divine intersection 
○ Eternal life: artistic techniques for representing timelessness and permanence 
○ Social hierarchy: visual methods for encoding and reinforcing status differences 

● Advanced aesthetic theory application: 
○ Proportion systems: mathematical relationships in Egyptian art and their 

philosophical significance 
○ Color symbolism: sophisticated use of color to convey religious and political 

meanings 
○ Spatial concepts: Egyptian approaches to perspective, scale, and compositional 

organization 
● Cross-cultural aesthetic comparison: 

○ Compare Egyptian aesthetic principles to Greek naturalism, Roman realism, 
Chinese symbolic representation 

○ Analyze how different cultures' worldviews shaped their artistic approaches 



Contemporary Art Connections (10 minutes) 

● Examine Egyptian influence on modern and contemporary art movements: 
○ Art Deco: direct Egyptian revival following Tutankhamun discovery 
○ Modernist abstraction: influence of Egyptian geometric and symbolic approaches 
○ Contemporary appropriation: ethical and aesthetic issues in modern use of 

Egyptian motifs 
● Advanced critical analysis: 

○ Compare Egyptian aesthetics with another ancient culture (e.g., Greek or 
Chinese). Discuss how worldview influences artistic choices. 

○ Postcolonial perspectives: how Egyptian art has been interpreted through 
colonial and postcolonial lenses 

○ Global art market: economic and cultural implications of Egyptian-inspired 
contemporary art 

Artistic Legacy Assessment (5 minutes) 

● "How do Egyptian aesthetic principles continue to influence contemporary art and 
design?" 

● Consider: proportion systems, symbolic thinking, integration of art and architecture 
● Preview tomorrow's conservation ethics focus 

Assessment: Art historical analysis sophistication, aesthetic theory understanding, 
contemporary connections quality 

 

Day 2: Conservation Ethics and Cultural Heritage 

Warm-Up (5 min): Display images of Egyptian artifacts in Western museums. Prompt: "Should 
these objects be returned to Egypt?" 

Heritage Ethics Debate (25 minutes) 

● Engage in sophisticated debate about Egyptian artifact repatriation: 
○ Universal museum argument: global access, research resources, conservation 

expertise, educational mission 
○ Cultural repatriation argument: cultural ownership, historical justice, community 

connection, decolonization 
○ Hybrid approaches: long-term loans, digital access, collaborative research, 

capacity building 
● Advanced ethical reasoning: 

○ Stakeholder analysis: identify all parties affected by heritage decisions 
○ Historical context: understand how colonial history shapes contemporary heritage 

issues 



○ Legal frameworks: examine international laws governing cultural property 
● Case study analysis: 

○ Rosetta Stone (British Museum vs. Egypt): examine arguments for and against 
repatriation 

○ Nefertiti Bust (Neues Museum vs. Egypt): analyze acquisition history and current 
status 

○ Dendur Temple (Metropolitan Museum): evaluate successful transplantation 
model 

○ Successful partnerships: examine collaborative projects that benefit multiple 
stakeholders 

Conservation Planning Workshop (10 minutes) 

● Design comprehensive conservation plans for threatened Egyptian archaeological sites: 
○ Environmental factors: climate change, rising groundwater, air pollution, tourism 

impact 
○ Political considerations: political stability, funding priorities, international 

cooperation 
○ Technical challenges: conservation technology, expert training, infrastructure 

development 
● Advanced conservation strategies: 

○ Preventive conservation: environmental controls, monitoring systems, visitor 
management 

○ Interventive conservation: structural stabilization, material treatment, digital 
documentation 

○ Emergency preparedness: disaster planning, conflict protection, rapid response 
protocols 

● Research innovative conservation technologies: 
○ 3D documentation: laser scanning, photogrammetry, virtual reality preservation 
○ Materials science: new consolidants, protective coatings, cleaning methods 
○ Environmental monitoring: sensors, data analysis, predictive modeling 

Cultural Sensitivity Analysis (8 minutes) 

● Examine sophisticated issues of cultural sensitivity in Egyptian heritage presentation: 
○ Museum interpretation: balancing scholarly objectivity with cultural respect 
○ Tourism development: economic benefits vs. site preservation and cultural 

integrity 
○ Digital representation: virtual museums, online collections, cultural accuracy 

● Advanced cultural analysis: 
○ Power dynamics: who controls interpretation and representation of Egyptian 

culture 
○ Multiple perspectives: incorporating Egyptian, African, and global viewpoints 
○ Contemporary relevance: connecting ancient heritage to modern Egyptian 

identity 



Global Heritage Connections (2 minutes) 

● "What can Egyptian heritage preservation teach us about protecting world cultures?" 
● Consider: international cooperation, community involvement, sustainable tourism, digital 

preservation 
● Preview tomorrow's advanced artistic techniques workshop 

Assessment: Ethical reasoning sophistication, conservation understanding, cultural sensitivity 
demonstration 

 

Day 3: Advanced Artistic Techniques and Media 

Technical Analysis Workshop (15 minutes) 

● Investigate sophisticated Egyptian artistic techniques: 
○ Pigment technology: mineral sources, preparation methods, color permanence 
○ Surface preparation: gesso application, grid systems, underdrawing techniques 
○ Relief carving: raised and sunken relief methods, tool marks, finishing techniques 
○ Metalworking: gold leaf application, repoussé, engraving, inlay techniques 

● Advanced technical art history: 
○ Scientific analysis: X-ray, infrared, and microscopic examination of Egyptian 

artworks 
○ Experimental archaeology: reconstructing ancient techniques through practical 

testing 
○ Comparative technology: Egyptian methods vs. contemporary ancient 

civilizations 
● Research cutting-edge conservation science: 

○ Digital imaging: multispectral imaging revealing hidden details 
○ Chemical analysis: identifying pigments, binders, and substrates 
○ 3D modeling: documenting three-dimensional artworks with precision 

Advanced Studio Practice (25 minutes) 

● Create sophisticated artworks using Egyptian-inspired techniques: 
○ Relief carving: work in plaster or soft stone using traditional tools and methods 
○ Tempera painting: prepare pigments and binders, work on prepared surfaces 
○ Metalwork: experiment with repoussé, engraving, and surface treatments 
○ Mixed media: combine multiple techniques in unified compositions 

● Advanced artistic concepts: 
○ Symbolic integration: incorporate Egyptian symbolic systems meaningfully 
○ Contemporary interpretation: adapt ancient techniques for modern artistic 

expression 
○ Technical mastery: demonstrate understanding of materials and processes 



● Professional studio practices: 
○ Documentation: photograph and record artistic process and decision-making 
○ Critique preparation: develop vocabulary for discussing technical and conceptual 

aspects 
○ Artist statement: articulate connections between ancient techniques and 

contemporary art 

Artistic Innovation Analysis (8 minutes) 

● Examine how Egyptian artists innovated within traditional constraints: 
○ Canon flexibility: subtle variations within strict proportional systems 
○ Individual expression: recognizable artistic personalities within workshop 

traditions 
○ Technical advancement: improvements in tools, materials, and methods over 

time 
● Compare to contemporary artistic practice: 

○ Tradition vs. innovation: balancing respect for heritage with creative expression 
○ Collaborative creation: workshop methods vs. individual artistic vision 
○ Cultural constraints: how social and religious requirements shaped artistic 

possibilities 

Technical Mastery Assessment (2 minutes) 

● Self-evaluation: assess technical skill development and understanding 
● Preview tomorrow's digital art and multimedia focus 

Assessment: Technical skill demonstration, artistic concept integration, innovation and 
creativity quality 

 

Day 4: Digital Art and Multimedia Creation 

Digital Egyptian Art Creation (25 minutes) 

● Create sophisticated digital artworks inspired by Egyptian art: 
○ Digital painting: recreate Egyptian artistic techniques using digital brushes and 

tools 
○ 3D modeling: create three-dimensional Egyptian architectural or sculptural 

elements 
○ Animation: bring Egyptian artistic scenes to life through motion graphics 
○ Virtual reality: design immersive Egyptian artistic environments 

● Advanced digital techniques: 
○ Layer management: complex compositions using multiple digital layers 
○ Color theory: sophisticated digital color palettes inspired by Egyptian pigments 



○ Digital typography: incorporating hieroglyphic elements into contemporary design 
● Contemporary artistic concepts: 

○ Digital authenticity: exploring what constitutes "authentic" artistic expression in 
digital media 

○ Cultural representation: ethical considerations in digital interpretation of Egyptian 
culture 

○ Interactive art: creating digital experiences that engage audiences with Egyptian 
themes 

Multimedia Synthesis Project (15 minutes) 

● Develop comprehensive multimedia presentations combining multiple digital elements: 
○ Interactive timelines: combining historical research with visual and audio 

elements 
○ Digital exhibitions: curating virtual museum experiences with scholarly 

annotations 
○ Augmented reality: overlaying digital Egyptian content onto physical 

environments 
● Advanced multimedia concepts: 

○ User experience design: creating intuitive, engaging digital experiences 
○ Narrative structure: using multimedia elements to tell compelling stories about 

Egyptian art 
○ Technical integration: seamlessly combining video, audio, text, and interactive 

elements 
● Professional digital skills: 

○ Project management: organizing complex digital projects with multiple 
components 

○ File management: maintaining organized, accessible digital asset libraries 
○ Platform optimization: adapting content for different digital presentation formats 

Digital Art Critique and Analysis (8 minutes) 

● Engage in sophisticated critique of digital Egyptian-inspired art 

 

Day 5: Egyptian Mythology in Visual Storytelling 

Warm-Up (5 min):  

● Display images depicting the Osiris myth, the journey to the afterlife, and sun god Ra’s 
nightly voyage.  

● Ask: “What story do you see in these visuals?” 

Mini-Lesson (10 min):  



● Provide a brief overview of key Egyptian myths and their symbolic characters (Osiris, 
Isis, Horus, Ra, Anubis).  

● Discuss how these stories were visually represented in tombs, scrolls, and temples. 

Activity 1 (25 min): Students choose one myth and sketch a storyboard that visually represents 
its narrative arc using symbolic imagery, color, and composition. 

Activity 2 (7 min): Begin translating storyboard into a final artwork (painting, digital illustration, 
or mixed media). Encourage integration of hieroglyphs, registers, and other authentic elements. 

Exit Ticket (3 min): What choices did you make to visually represent key moments of your 
chosen myth? 
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