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Language Arts: Tracing Egypt’s Storytelling Power 
Subject: English Language Arts 
Grade Level: High School (Grade 10) 
Duration: 5 days (50 minutes each) 

Standards: 

● ELA.10.R.2.1 – Analyze how authors use rhetorical devices to support or advance an 
argument or purpose. 

● ELA.10.R.2.4 – Compare the development of multiple arguments in related texts. 
● ELA.10.R.1.1 – Analyze how setting, events, conflict, and characterization interact and 

develop the plot. 
● ELA.10.R.1.4 – Analyze the author’s use of literary devices and how they contribute to 

meaning and tone. 
● ELA.10.C.1.3 – Write detailed informative or explanatory texts using logical organization, 

varied transitions, precise language, and domain-specific vocabulary. 
● ELA.10.C.1.4 – Write responses to literature and research papers using valid reasoning 

and relevant and sufficient evidence from sources with proper citation. 
● ELA.10.R.2.4 – Compare how authors with differing perspectives address the same or 

related topics. 

Objectives:  

● Analyze rhetorical strategies in Egyptian texts; evaluate how language shaped political 
and social power; connect ancient and modern persuasive techniques. 

● Trace recurring Egyptian literary motifs across world literature; analyze their 
transformation; explore contemporary adaptations. 

● Master scholarly research skills; critically evaluate sources; synthesize information into 
well-structured academic writing. 

● Present cross-disciplinary projects that synthesize knowledge from history, math, art, 
and literature; demonstrate academic communication and reflection. 

● Analyze the evolution of Egyptian artistic style; connect visual elements to philosophical 
and cultural ideals. 

● Evaluate ethical dilemmas in artifact ownership and heritage preservation; explore 
conservation methods and global responsibility. 



● Create sophisticated digital art using modern tools while respecting Egyptian aesthetics 
and cultural narratives. 

 

Day 1: Rhetorical Analysis and Power of Language 

Warm-Up (5 min): Present an excerpt from a pharaonic inscription (e.g., Ramesses II's temple 
texts). Students highlight repeated phrases and divine references. 

 

Rhetorical Devices Laboratory (20 minutes) 

● Analyze advanced rhetorical strategies in Egyptian royal inscriptions: 
○ Parallelism and repetition: examine how pharaonic texts used structural repetition 

for emphasis 
○ Divine imagery and metaphor: analyze how language connected earthly rule to 

cosmic order 
○ Military metaphors: study how conquest language reinforced political dominance 
○ Historical precedent: examine how texts invoked past glories to justify present 

actions 
● Compare rhetorical strategies across different text types: 

○ Royal decrees: authoritative, divine mandate language 
○ Diplomatic correspondence: persuasive, mutual benefit rhetoric 
○ Religious texts: mystical, transformative language 
○ Administrative documents: precise, bureaucratic language 

● Advanced rhetorical analysis: 
○ Audience analysis: how texts adapted language for different social groups 
○ Cultural context: how Egyptian worldview shaped rhetorical choices 
○ Power dynamics: how language choice reflected and reinforced social 

hierarchies 

Power and Persuasion Workshop (10 minutes) 

● Examine sophisticated ways Egyptian scribes adapted writing for different audiences: 
○ Literacy stratification: how complex vs. simple language reflected social status 
○ Regional variations: how texts adapted for Upper vs. Lower Egypt audiences 
○ Temporal changes: how rhetorical strategies evolved across dynasties 

● Analyze relationship between literacy, power, and social control: 
○ Scribal education: how writing skills created professional class and social mobility 
○ Information control: how literacy limitations enabled elite knowledge monopoly 
○ Cultural transmission: how writing preserved and reinforced dominant ideologies 

● Compare ancient rhetorical techniques to modern political communication: 
○ Propaganda methods: emotional appeals, repetition, symbolic imagery 



○ Authority establishment: credentials, divine sanction, historical precedent 
○ Audience manipulation: fear appeals, promise of benefits, creation of enemies 

Contemporary Application Project (10 minutes) 

● Students create rhetorical analysis of modern political speech using Egyptian analytical 
framework: 

○ Identify rhetorical devices found in both ancient and modern texts 
○ Analyze how authority is established and maintained through language 
○ Compare effectiveness of ancient vs. modern persuasive techniques 

● Apply Egyptian rhetorical strategies to contemporary issues: 
○ Environmental policy: how might Egyptian divine/natural order rhetoric apply? 
○ Economic policy: how might Egyptian abundance/scarcity language work today? 
○ International relations: how might Egyptian diplomatic rhetoric translate? 

Rhetorical Legacy Assessment (5 minutes) 

● "How do Egyptian rhetorical strategies continue to influence modern communication?" 
● Consider: political speeches, advertising, legal arguments, religious texts 
● Preview tomorrow's literary influence analysis 

Assessment: Sophistication of rhetorical analysis, understanding of power-language 
relationships, quality of modern applications 

 

Day 2: Literary Motifs and Narrative Influence 

Warm-Up (5 min): Discuss familiar modern stories that involve death and rebirth or divine 
selection. 

Literary Motif Tracking (15 minutes) 

● Present Egyptian stories such as the Osiris myth and excerpts from "The Instructions of 
Ptahhotep."  

● Identify and trace Egyptian narrative patterns through later literary traditions: 
○ Death and resurrection: Osiris myth → Greek mystery religions → Christian 

narratives → modern fantasy literature 
○ Divine kingship: Pharaonic literature → Medieval divine right theory → Arthurian 

legends → modern chosen one narratives 
○ Wisdom literature: Egyptian Instructions → Biblical Proverbs → Islamic wisdom 

texts → modern self-help genres 
○ Journey to underworld: Egyptian afterlife texts → Greek heroic journeys → 

Dante's Inferno → contemporary horror and fantasy 
● Advanced literary analysis techniques: 

○ Archetypal criticism: identify universal patterns originating in Egyptian literature 



○ Intertextuality: trace specific references and adaptations across cultures and time 
periods 

○ Cultural transmission: analyze how literary motifs changed as they moved 
between civilizations 

● Create detailed literary genealogy charts showing evolution of specific themes 

Modern Literature Connection Lab (15 minutes) 

● Examine Egyptian influences in contemporary works across genres: 
○ Science fiction: analyze Egyptian elements in works by Stargate, Assassin's 

Creed, Neil Gaiman 
○ Fantasy literature: examine Egyptian mythology in Rick Riordan, Naguib 

Mahfouz, Wilbur Smith 
○ Historical fiction: analyze accuracy and artistic license in Egyptian-themed novels 
○ Literary fiction: examine how authors use Egyptian symbolism and themes 

● Advanced comparative analysis: 
○ Adaptation theory: how modern authors transform ancient material for 

contemporary audiences 
○ Cultural appropriation vs. appreciation: evaluate respectful vs. exploitative use of 

Egyptian culture 
○ Postcolonial perspectives: analyze how Egyptian literature has been interpreted 

through different cultural lenses 
● Student literary criticism projects: write sophisticated analyses of specific works using 

academic literary theory 

Creative Application Workshop (10 minutes) 

● Students create original creative writing incorporating Egyptian literary elements: 
○ Modern adaptation: retell Egyptian myth in contemporary setting 
○ Hybrid narrative: combine Egyptian motifs with other cultural traditions 
○ Metafiction: story about discovering/translating Egyptian text 

● Apply advanced creative writing techniques: 
○ Intertextual references: sophisticated allusions to Egyptian sources 
○ Cultural sensitivity: respectful incorporation of Egyptian elements 
○ Literary sophistication: use of complex narrative structures and themes 

Literary Legacy Discussion (5 minutes) 

● "Why do Egyptian literary themes continue to resonate in modern literature?" 
● Consider: universal human concerns, archetypal patterns, cultural transmission 

mechanisms 
● Preview tomorrow's advanced research and analysis methods 

 



Day 3: Advanced Research and Source Analysis 

Warm-Up (5 min): Review differences between primary, secondary, and tertiary sources with 
examples. 

Advanced Source Evaluation Workshop (10 minutes) 

● Walk through evaluating source credibility (author, publisher, context, bias). Introduce 
JSTOR, Project MUSE, and Purdue OWL. 

● Students select a focused research question related to Egyptian history or literature. 
Begin a guided search and build a mini-literature review using citation templates. 

● Master sophisticated source evaluation techniques for Egyptian studies: 
○ Primary source analysis: evaluate authenticity, context, bias, and reliability of 

ancient texts 
○ Secondary source hierarchy: distinguish between peer-reviewed scholarship, 

popular history, and journalistic accounts 
○ Tertiary source integration: effectively use encyclopedias, databases, and 

reference works 
● Practice advanced critical evaluation skills: 

○ Author credentials: evaluate scholarly expertise, institutional affiliation, 
publication history 

○ Publication context: analyze journal reputation, peer review process, publication 
bias 

○ Methodology assessment: evaluate research methods, data quality, logical 
reasoning 

● Develop expertise in Egyptological scholarship: 
○ Major scholars and their contributions: recognize important researchers and their 

theoretical approaches 
○ Scholarly debates: understand current controversies and competing 

interpretations 
○ Interdisciplinary integration: synthesize perspectives from archaeology, history, 

art history, linguistics 

Sophisticated Research Synthesis (20 minutes) 

● Practice advanced academic research techniques: 
○ Research question refinement: develop focused, original, researchable thesis 

statements 
○ Literature review creation: systematically survey existing scholarship on chosen 

topics 
○ Argument development: construct complex, nuanced arguments supported by 

multiple sources 
● Master advanced citation and integration techniques: 

○ Seamless quotation integration: embed sources naturally within sophisticated 
prose 



○ Paraphrase sophistication: demonstrate understanding through skillful rewording 
○ Citation variety: balance direct quotation, paraphrase, and summary effectively 

● Develop original scholarly insights: 
○ Gap identification: recognize areas where additional research is needed 
○ Synthesis creation: combine multiple sources to generate new understanding 
○ Critical evaluation: assess strengths and weaknesses of existing scholarship 

Academic Writing Mastery (12 minutes) 

● Practice advanced academic writing techniques: 
○ Thesis sophistication: develop complex, arguable, significant thesis statements 
○ Paragraph development: create unified, coherent paragraphs with sophisticated 

transitions 
○ Voice and tone: master appropriate academic register while maintaining 

engagement 
● Advanced revision and editing skills: 

○ Structural revision: reorganize arguments for maximum logical impact 
○ Sentence-level editing: refine prose for clarity, concision, and sophistication 
○ Proofreading mastery: eliminate errors while maintaining academic 

professionalism 

Research Excellence Assessment (3 minutes) 

● Self-evaluation: students assess their research and writing development 
● Peer consultation: structured feedback on research approaches and writing quality 
● Preview tomorrow's multimedia analysis and digital humanities applications 

Assessment: Research methodology sophistication, source integration quality, academic 
writing excellence 

 

Day 4: Digital Humanities and Multimedia Analysis 

Warm-Up (5 min): Display a word cloud generated from an Egyptian funerary text. Students 
infer the text’s themes. 

Digital Text Analysis Workshop (20 minutes) 

● Apply computational methods to analyze Egyptian texts: 
○ Word frequency analysis: identify most common terms in Egyptian literature and 

their significance 
○ Sentiment analysis: analyze emotional tone in different types of Egyptian texts 
○ Network analysis: map relationships between characters, places, and concepts in 

Egyptian narratives 
● Use digital humanities tools: 



○ Voyant Tools: create word clouds, trend analysis, and correlation studies 
○ AntConc: perform concordance analysis and keyword-in-context searches 
○ Gephi: create network visualizations of textual relationships 

● Advanced digital analysis techniques: 
○ Distant reading: analyze large corpora of Egyptian texts for patterns invisible to 

close reading 
○ Comparative analysis: use computational methods to compare Egyptian texts 

with other ancient literatures 
○ Temporal analysis: track linguistic and thematic changes across Egyptian 

historical periods 

Multimedia Synthesis Project (15 minutes) 

● Create sophisticated digital presentations integrating multiple media types: 
○ Interactive timelines: combine text, images, audio, and video to tell Egyptian 

stories 
○ Digital exhibitions: curate virtual museum displays with scholarly annotations 
○ Story maps: combine geographic information with narrative and historical 

analysis 
● Advanced digital storytelling techniques: 

○ Multimodal composition: effectively combine written, visual, and audio elements 
○ User experience design: create engaging, intuitive digital experiences 
○ Academic rigor: maintain scholarly standards while creating accessible 

presentations 
● Technology integration skills: 

○ Platform selection: choose appropriate tools for specific project goals 
○ Media literacy: evaluate and integrate multimedia sources effectively 
○ Digital ethics: understand copyright, fair use, and cultural sensitivity in digital 

projects 

Critical Digital Literacy (8 minutes) 

● Analyze digital representations of Egyptian culture: 
○ Website evaluation: assess reliability and bias in online Egyptian studies 

resources 
○ Social media analysis: examine how Egyptian culture is presented and 

misrepresented online 
○ Digital preservation: understand challenges of maintaining digital humanities 

projects 
● Advanced media literacy skills: 

○ Algorithm awareness: understand how search engines and social media affect 
information discovery 

○ Digital bias recognition: identify how technological limitations shape digital 
representations 

○ Information verification: develop strategies for confirming digital source reliability 



Digital Humanities Assessment (2 minutes) 

● "How do digital tools change our understanding of ancient Egyptian texts and culture?" 
● Consider: accessibility, analysis capabilities, preservation, global collaboration 
● Preview tomorrow's culminating presentations and synthesis 

Assessment: Digital tool proficiency, multimedia creation quality, critical digital literacy 
demonstration 

 

Day 5: Culminating Presentations and Synthesis 

Advanced Academic Presentations (35 minutes) 

● Students deliver sophisticated presentations demonstrating cross-disciplinary synthesis: 
○ Original thesis: present unique argument about Egyptian civilization's legacy 
○ Multi-disciplinary evidence: integrate findings from history, science, mathematics, 

literature, and arts 
○ Sophisticated analysis: demonstrate college-level critical thinking and 

argumentation 
○ Professional delivery: use advanced presentation techniques and academic 

discourse 
● Presentation format options: 

○ Traditional academic conference presentation with Q&A 
○ Digital humanities project with interactive demonstration 
○ Policy proposal applying Egyptian lessons to contemporary issues 
○ Comparative civilization analysis with sophisticated theoretical framework 

● Advanced peer evaluation: 
○ Scholarly questioning: audience asks probing, academic-level questions 
○ Constructive critique: provide sophisticated feedback on research and 

presentation quality 
○ Cross-disciplinary dialogue: engage with presentations from multiple academic 

perspectives 

Synthesis and Reflection Workshop (12 minutes) 

● Comprehensive unit synthesis activities: 
○ Learning integration: identify connections between different subject areas and 

approaches 
○ Skill development assessment: evaluate growth in research, analysis, and 

communication abilities 
○ Knowledge transfer: discuss how Egyptian studies skills apply to other academic 

and professional contexts 
● Advanced metacognitive reflection: 



○ Research methodology evaluation: assess effectiveness of different approaches 
used throughout unit 

○ Critical thinking development: analyze growth in analytical and evaluative abilities 
○ Academic identity formation: consider how this study contributes to intellectual 

development 

Legacy and Transfer Assessment (3 minutes) 

● Final reflection: "How has studying ancient Egyptian civilization changed your 
understanding of history, culture, and human achievement?" 

● Future applications: "How will you apply the research, analysis, and synthesis skills 
developed in this unit?" 

● Academic pathways: discuss connections to potential college majors and career 
interests 

Assessment: Presentation sophistication, synthesis quality, reflection depth, academic growth 
demonstration 
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