
5th Grade Pharaoh's Curriculum: 

● Art: Expressing Identity and Innovation in Ancient Egypt 
● Science: Ancient Egyptian Engineering and Systems Thinking 
● Mathematics: The Mathematics of Monuments  
● Language Arts: Leadership Through Literacy – Hatshepsut’s Story  
● Social Studies: Geography, Power, and Place – The Nile’s Impact  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art: Expressing Identity and 
Innovation in Ancient Egypt 

 

Art: Expressing Identity and Innovation in Ancient Egypt 
Subject: Art 
Grade Level: Elementary (Grade 5) 
Duration: 5 days (45 minutes each) 

Standards: 

● VA.5.C.1.1 – Use structural elements of art and organizational principles to support 
artistic development. 
 

● VA.5.H.2.2 – Compare works of art to learn how art expresses culture. 
 

● VA.5.S.1.1 – Develop skills in sketching, painting, and sculpting. 
 

Objectives: 

● Analyze the use of symbolism and design in Egyptian art. 
 

● Create original artworks inspired by ancient Egyptian forms and themes. 
 

● Reflect on personal and cultural identity through visual storytelling. 

 



Day 1: Symbols of Power – Creating a Pharaoh’s Cartouche 

Materials: 

● Printed examples of ancient cartouches 
● Hieroglyphic alphabet charts 
● Mirrors (compact or handheld) 
● Papyrus-style or tan construction paper 
● Colored pencils, markers, gold/silver gel pens 
● Glue sticks or tape 

Hook (10 min):  

● Display several iconic images of cartouches. 
● Prompt students: “What kinds of people might have used these? What can we guess 

about their lives from these symbols?” 

Mini-Lesson (10 min):  

● Teach students about the shape and function of a cartouche. 
● Use a hieroglyphic chart to decode a few real names. 
● Discuss symbolism and how Egyptian writing reflected personal and cultural identity. 

Creative Activity (20 min):  

● Have students use mirrors to reflect on qualities they identify with. 
● Using the hieroglyphic chart, they write their name (or chosen value/trait) in hieroglyphs 

inside a drawn cartouche. 
● Add color, decorative lines, and personal style. 

Reflection (5 min): On the back, write a brief explanation of what each symbol means to them. 
 

Assessment: 

● Formative: Student engagement during discussion. 
● Summative: Completed cartouche and explanation of symbolism. 

 

Day 2: Temple Fresco Mural – Storytelling Through Wall Art 

Materials: 

● Large roll paper or poster boards for murals 
● Reference images of Egyptian temple murals 



● Earth-tone paint or colored pencils 
● Pencils, erasers, rulers 
● Music for ambiance (optional) 

Hook (5 min):  

● Show real Egyptian murals of farming, ceremonies, and daily life.  
● Ask, “What can we learn from these images?” 

Mini-Lesson (10 min):  

● Discuss the role of murals in storytelling and religious practice. 
● Emphasize Egyptian stylistic choices: flat perspective, frontal eye view, use of registers. 

Group Planning (10 min): 

● Divide students into small groups and assign a theme (daily life, farming, gods, royalty). 
● Students sketch layout plans and assign drawing tasks. 

 

Creation (15 min):  

● Begin mural creation using sketch and paint materials. 
● Encourage accurate detail, color symbolism, and teamwork. 

Gallery Walk (5 min):  

● Hang murals and conduct a walking tour. 
● Groups explain their themes and what story is being told. 

Assessment: 

● Formative: Group cooperation and sketch quality. 
● Summative: Final mural section and oral presentation. 

 

Day 3: Crown of the Pharaoh – Design and Status 

Materials: 

● Aluminum foil, cardboard crown templates, scissors 
● Ribbon, beads, sequins 
● Tape, glue, staplers 
● Colored paper and drawing tools 

Hook (5 min):  



● Display various Egyptian crowns and headdresses.  
● Ask, “What do these crowns tell us about a leader?” 

 

Mini-Lesson (10 min): Explain the meaning behind shapes, animals, and colors in royal 
regalia. 

● Teach crown symbolism: colors for Upper/Lower Egypt, cobra and vulture motifs, 
materials used. 

● Connect to modern symbols of leadership. 

Design Activity (20 min): 

● Students brainstorm traits they associate with leadership. 
● Sketch a personal pharaoh crown, including symbols representing their leadership 

values. 
● Build 3D versions using foil, ribbons, and creative materials. 

Reflection & Share (5 min): 

● Students present their crowns to the class, explaining the symbolism. 

Assessment: 

● Formative: Peer feedback on sketches. 
● Summative: Completed crown and written symbolism description. 

 

Day 4: Mask of the Afterlife – Exploring Ritual and Identity 

Materials: 

● Cardboard mask templates or paper plates 
● Gold/blue/black tempera paint 
● Paintbrushes, mirrors 
● Journals or reflection sheets 

Hook (5 min): 

● Display King Tut’s funerary mask and play quiet background music. 
● Prompt: “Why would someone wear a mask after death? What do masks tell future 

generations?” 

Mini-Lesson (10 min): 

● Discuss the purpose of funerary masks in Egyptian culture. 



● Highlight features: symmetry, metallic color, iconic stylization. 

Creative Activity (20 min): 

● Students paint their own mask, adding symmetrical and symbolic elements. 
● Use mirrors to explore their own facial symmetry and design accordingly. 

Reflection (5 min): 

● Write about one trait or value they would preserve for eternity and how it is shown in 
their mask. 

Assessment: 

● Formative: Observation during creation. 
● Summative: Completed mask and written reflection. 

 

Day 5: Legacy of the Pharaoh – Visual Storytelling Collage 

Materials: 

● Poster board or cardstock 
● Magazines, printed ephemera, colored paper 
● Scissors, glue sticks 
● Title cards, writing tools 
● Background instrumental music (optional) 

Hook (5 min): 

● Ask: “If someone found your art 3,000 years from now, what would they know about 
you?” 

Mini-Lesson (10 min): 

● Review major themes: symbolism, leadership, legacy, and identity in art. 
● Model a sample collage, explaining each component. 

Creative Activity (25 min): 

● Students create a personal or fictional pharaoh collage using symbols and Egyptian-
inspired elements (e.g., cartouche, crown, mural snippet). 

Gallery Walk (5 min): 

● Each student presents their piece and explains its story. 



Reflection (5 min): 

● Prompt responses: 
○ “My artwork tells the story of…” 
○ “A leader is someone who…” 

Assessment: 

● Formative: Verbal explanation during walk. 
● Summative: Final collage and written story summary. 
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Science: Ancient Egyptian Engineering and Systems Thinking 
 
Subject: Science 
Grade Level: Elementary (Grade 5) 
Duration: 5 class periods (45 minutes each) 

Standards: 

● SC.5.N.1.1 – Define a problem, plan and conduct scientific investigations, and analyze 
results. 
 

● SC.5.P.8.1 – Compare and contrast properties of matter. 
 

● SC.5.E.7.4 – Investigate how humans use resources (e.g., water systems). 
 

● SS.5.A.1.2 – Interpret timelines and historical sequences in engineering contexts. 
 

Objectives: 

● Understand how ancient Egyptians used engineering to solve environmental and 
societal challenges. 
 



● Simulate the function of simple machines and water systems. 
 

● Apply scientific reasoning and collaboration to solve construction problems. 
 

● Reflect on teamwork and systems-based thinking in historical contexts. 

 

Day 1: The Brain Behind the Bricks – Ancient Engineering Teams 
Materials: 

● Wooden blocks or foam bricks 
● Ropes, string, masking tape 
● Job role badges (Planner, Builder, Hauler, Supervisor) 
● Clipboards, pencils, and sketch paper 
● Background audio: construction sounds or chants 

Hook (5 min):  

● Play background sounds of chiseling, lifting, and chanting.  
● Ask: “What do you imagine is happening? Who is doing what?” 

 

Mini-Lesson (10 min):  

● Use visual anchor charts to introduce the roles of planners, haulers, builders, and 
supervisors. 

● Discuss how large-scale coordination was crucial for pyramid construction. 

Activity (20 min):  

● Group students into pyramid teams and assign roles using badges. 
● Provide blocks and string for teams to simulate building a mini pyramid. 
● Emphasize teamwork and planning as they build, encouraging the use of communication 

and cooperation. 

Reflection (5 min): Students draw a symbolic tool that represents their job and write one 
sentence: “I helped build by…” 

Assessment: 

● Formative: Observe group collaboration and note effective communication. 
● Summative: Symbolic tool drawing and explanation paragraph. 

 



Day 2: Engineering the Impossible – The Pyramid Challenge 

Materials: 

● Challenge scenario cards (e.g., resource shortage, ramp collapse) 
● Chart paper and markers 
● Clipboards and reflection forms 

Hook (5 min):  

● Read a scenario: “Your ramp collapsed. You lost 5 workers. What now?” 
● Facilitate a class brainstorm of potential solutions. 

Mini-Lesson (10 min): 

● Briefly review environmental challenges in ancient Egypt. 
● Discuss iteration: engineers try, test, and try again. 

Activity (25 min): 

● Rotate teams through challenge stations. 
● At each, students read a scenario, brainstorm, and draw a revised pyramid plan or 

solution. 

Redesign (5 min):  

● Teams update their group pyramid plan on chart paper with modifications. 

Wrap-Up (5 min):  

● Each team creates an "Adaptation Badge"—a symbol of the best change they made. 

Assessment: 

● Formative: Participation at challenge stations. 
● Summative: Group poster and individual reflection sheet. 

 

Day 3: Irrigation Innovation – Water Engineering in the Desert 

Materials: 

● Dowels, string, buckets, plastic cups 
● Modeling trays or foil pans 
● Sand, water bins 
● Measuring cups, stopwatches 



● Clipboards, diagram sheets 

Hook (5 min):  

● Ask: “What would you do if your farm was 10 miles from the river?”  
● Show aerial image of Nile irrigation. 

Mini-Lesson (10 min):  

● Introduce irrigation systems like canals and shadufs. 
● Show visuals or short video clips of ancient irrigation in action. 

Activity (20 min):  

● Groups build irrigation systems (canals or shadufs) and test water transfer. 
● Use measuring cups and stopwatches to time water delivery. 

Testing & Discussion (10 min): 

● Compare results: Which method transferred the most water the fastest? 
● Reflect on design challenges and improvements. 

Assessment: 

● Formative: Water transfer data logs. 
● Summative: Labeled system diagram and brief group write-up. 

 

Day 4: Ancient Machines – Lifting the Impossible 

Materials: 

● Simple machine materials (rulers, erasers, string, pulleys, inclined planes) 
● Anchor charts with terminology: load, effort, fulcrum 
● Weights or plastic containers filled with beans or marbles 
● Science journals 

Hook (5 min):  

● Ask: “How many of you could lift 5,000 lbs?” 
● Share real statistics about pyramid stones. 

Mini-Lesson (10 min):  

● Demonstrate simple machines: pulleys, levers, ramps. 
● Use anchor charts to explain mechanical advantage. 



Hands-On Stations (25 min):  

● Students visit stations and test lifting a small weight using each tool. 
● Record effort and ease in their journals. 

Discussion (5 min): Ask: “Which machine made the job easiest? Why?” 

Assessment:  

● Formative: Completion of station activities. 
● Summative: Illustrated explanation in science journal. 

 

Day 5: Systems Showcase – Solving Real-World Problems in Ancient Egypt 
Materials: 

● Sketch paper, colored pencils 
● Popsicle sticks, cups, string, clay (for models) 
● Reflection sheets 

Hook (5 min): “Imagine you are an Egyptian engineer. The Pharaoh asks you to build 
something new to help the kingdom. What would you design?” 

Mini-Lesson (10 min):  

● Recap earlier lessons (pyramids, water systems, machines). 
● Introduce concept of systems thinking: parts working together to solve a problem. 

Project-Based Activity (20 min):  

● Students design a new invention or system using what they learned. It could be a temple 
lift, irrigation filter, or safer ramp. 

Presentation (10 min):  

● Students present their engineering solution to the class using drawings or models. 

Reflection (5 min): Complete sentence stems: 

● “My system solves the problem of…” 
 

● “I used ___ from Egyptian engineering.” 

Assessment:  

● Formative: Presentation clarity and engagement. 



● Summative: Final product and reflection sheet. 
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Mathematics: The Mathematics of Monuments 
Subject: Math 
Grade Level: Elementary (Grade 5) 
Duration: 5 days (45 minutes each) 
 

Standards: 

● MA.5.M.1.1 – Convert measurement units within a given measurement system. 

● SS.5.G.1.1 – Interpret physical features on maps and how they affect human activity. 

● SC.5.N.1.1 – Define problems, plan investigations, and analyze data. 

Objectives: 

● Convert pyramid dimensions using standard and metric units. 

● Use ratios and proportional reasoning to create scale drawings. 

● Solve real-world construction problems using weight, volume, and measurement. 

● Apply geometric knowledge and physical reasoning to engineering challenges. 

 



Day 1: Geometry of Greatness – Exploring Pyramid Shapes 

Materials: 

● Large visuals or 3D models of pyramids (cutaway and side views) 
 

● Sets of geometric shape cutouts: triangles, squares, trapezoids 
 

● Compasses, protractors, rulers 
 

● Drawing paper, colored pencils 
 

● Whiteboard and markers 
 

Hook (5 min): 
 Project an image of the Great Pyramid from a top-down and side angle. Ask students: 

“What do you notice about this shape? Why might it have been used instead of a 
cube or sphere?” 

Discuss the strength and symbolic value of the pyramid shape in Egyptian culture and 
architecture. 

Mini-Lesson (10 min): 

● Introduce key geometry vocabulary: vertex, apex, base, faces, edges, angles. 
 

● Use visuals to identify different parts of a pyramid. Discuss the symmetry and how equal 
triangle faces rise to a single apex. 
 

● Demonstrate how to measure and draw precise angles using a protractor. 
 

Activity (20 min): 

● Students draw a geometric net of a square pyramid (a square base with four triangular 
sides). 
 

● Label each shape with name, length, and angle measurements. 
 

● Encourage artistic additions (hieroglyph-inspired borders, stone textures). 
 



● For advanced learners: challenge them to design nets for triangular pyramids or irregular 
pyramid bases. 
 

Application/Discussion (5 min): 
 Pose the question: 

“Which 3D shape would you choose to build a monument with, and why?” 

Have students write a 2–3 sentence explanation using geometry terms. 

Assessment: 

● Formative: Teacher checks for accuracy in drawing, labeling, and angle work. 
 

● Summative: Completed pyramid net and written explanation. 

 

Day 2: Monument Measurements – Math in the Making 

Materials: 

● Graph paper 
● Rulers, tape measures 
● Visual comparing the Great Pyramid and Statue of Liberty 
● Calculators (optional) 
● Colored pencils 
● Soft classical music (e.g., Mozart) for a calm working environment 

Hook (5 min):  

● Display side-by-side images of the Great Pyramid and the Statue of Liberty.  
● Ask: “Which structure looks taller to you? By how much do you think they differ in 

height?” Briefly introduce the dimensions of both structures. 

Measurement Conversion (20 min): 

● Write the height, base width, and estimated volume of the pyramid on the board in feet. 
● Walk students through converting these values to meters. 
● Provide a guided worksheet with structured problems and conversion formulas. 
● Circulate to support students using calculators and setting up proportion equations. 

Scale Drawing (15 min): 

● Review what a 1:100 scale means. 
● Demonstrate drawing a scaled-down version of the pyramid on the board. 



● Have students draw their own scale pyramid on graph paper using rulers. 

Color + Detail (5 min): Encourage students to add Egyptian-themed borders or illustrations to 
their scale drawings. 

Assessment: 

● Formative: Teacher checks in on conversions and drawing in progress. 
● Summative: Evaluate final scale drawing for correct scale and labeling. 

 

Day 3: Pyramid Math Mission – Spatial Problem-Solving 

Materials: 

● Scenario/task cards with construction problems 
● Building blocks or interlocking cubes 
● Small weights or bags of rice/sand (to simulate stone blocks) 
● Clipboards and reflection worksheets 
● Tape measures and calculators 

Hook (5 min):  

● Ask: “If one pyramid block weighs about 2.5 tons, how many people would it take to 
move one without modern machines?”  

● Show a quick clip or diagram of pyramid block transport. 

Math Stations (25 min): 

● Station 1: Estimate volumes of various blocks (teacher provides dimensions). Use rulers 
and calculators. 

● Station 2: Use task cards with questions like, “If 10 people each carry 50 lbs, how many 
total pounds can they move?” Students solve and record answers. 

● Station 3: Build model pyramids using blocks based on ratio instructions (e.g., 
“base:height = 3:2”). 

● Rotate students in groups through all stations every 8–10 minutes. Set timers. 

Math Movement (10 min):  

● Form student “worker chains” across the classroom.  
● Use light objects to simulate stone transport.  
● Reflect on teamwork and strategy. 

Creative Wrap-Up (5 min): 



● Each group creates a “Build Strategy Card” including their calculations and a sketch of 
their mini pyramid. 

● Prompt: “What helped your team the most? What would you change next time?” 

Assessment: 

● Formative: Use a checklist to observe collaboration and note correct math strategies. 
● Summative: Review completed Build Strategy Cards and station worksheet entries for 

accuracy and effort. 

 

Day 4: Volume and Construction – How Much Stone? 

Materials: 

● Volume formula anchor chart: V=13×base area×heightV = \frac{1}{3} \times \text{base 
area} \times \text{height} 
 

● Pyramid models or visuals 
 

● Grid cubes or stackable blocks 
 

● Worksheets with pyramid volume scenarios 
 

● Calculators 
 

● Whiteboard + markers 
 

Hook (5 min): 
 Display this question: 

“If one pyramid block is 3 cubic feet and you need 1 million blocks, how many cubic 
feet is the entire pyramid?” 

Allow a few student guesses and record estimates. Connect this to the need for volume 
formulas. 

Mini-Lesson (10 min): 

● Model how to calculate volume using the pyramid formula. 
 

● Show how to find the base area of a square and how to plug into the full formula. 
 



● Walk through a sample problem step-by-step on the board. 
 

Activity (20 min): 

● Distribute worksheets with 3–4 pyramid scenarios. Students calculate volume for each. 
 

● Use grid cubes to visually estimate volume by building base layers and stacking upward. 
 

● Early finishers calculate the number of blocks needed given a specific block volume. 
 

Discussion & Check-In (5 min): 
 Ask: 

“Which pyramid was the largest? What surprised you about how volume changes 
with small adjustments to base or height?” 

Assessment: 

● Formative: Observe calculator use and logic during sample problems. 
 

● Summative: Check worksheets for correct application of formula and logical answers. 

 

Day 5: Pharaoh’s Budget – Economics and Engineering 

Materials: 

● Budget scenario cards (e.g., “You need to build a temple with 1,000 blocks…”) 
 

● Resource tokens (paper chips or coins for gold, labor, stone, tools) 
 

● Pyramid project budget worksheets 
 

● Sample budget chart for demonstration 
 

● Lined paper or journals for justification writing 
 

Hook (5 min): 
 Present a dilemma: 

“Your workers are hungry, your tools are breaking, and the pyramid isn’t finished. 
You only have 300 gold coins left. What do you buy?” 



Let students brainstorm ideas in pairs. 

Mini-Lesson (10 min): 

● Show students a sample budget: labor = 10 coins/day, stone = 20/ton, tools = 5/each. 
 

● Review the idea of trade-offs and opportunity cost. 
 

● Model how to plan and record expenses for a balanced project. 
 

Activity (20 min): 

● In small groups or individually, students receive budget scenarios and tokens. 
 

● They allocate funds using the budget worksheet: track what they buy, how much it costs, 
and why. 
 

● Students can draw their construction project (optional) based on purchases made. 
 

Justification Writing (10 min): 

● Students write a short paragraph titled “My Pharaoh’s Budget.” 
 

● Prompt: “I chose to spend more on ___ because it was most important for…” 
 

Assessment: 

● Formative: Review budget choices and discussion of trade-offs during the activity. 
 

● Summative: Collect worksheets and justification paragraphs for accuracy and 
reasoning. 
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Language Arts: Leadership Through Literacy – Hatshepsut’s Story 
Subject: Language Arts 
Grade Level: Elementary (Grade 5) 
Duration: 5 days (45 minutes each) 



 

Standards: 

● ELA.5.R.1.3 – Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, 
events, ideas, or concepts in a historical or scientific text. 
 

● ELA.5.C.1.3 – Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons and information. 
 

● ELA.5.C.1.4 – Report on a topic or text, sequencing ideas logically and using 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes. 
 

● SS.5.A.1.1 – Use primary and secondary sources to understand history. 
 

Objectives: 

● Analyze character development through biography and narrative perspective. 
 

● Write creatively and analytically from a historical point of view. 
 

● Reflect on leadership, gender, and courage in historical contexts. 
 

● Use visual and textual expression to synthesize understanding. 
 

● Deliver a spoken response with logical sequencing and descriptive support. 

 

Day 1: The Hidden Queen – Reading Hatshepsut’s Journey 

Materials: 

● Short biography of Hatshepsut (textbook excerpt or printable PDF) 
● Crown, robe, or props for dramatization 
● Story map graphic organizer 
● “I am…” mirror worksheet 
● Mirrors 
● Drawing paper and colored pencils 

Hook (5 min):  

● Show an image or statue of Hatshepsut with a false beard.  
● Ask: “Why would a queen choose to dress like a king? What does this tell us about 

power?” 



Mini-Lesson (10 min): Introduce the biography of Hatshepsut and provide historical context. 
Focus on her rise to power, the decision to be portrayed as male, and her achievements as 
Pharaoh. 

Reading & Story Mapping (20 min):  

● Read the biography as a class or in pairs.  
● Students complete a story map including major challenges, choices, and outcomes in 

her life.  
● Encourage students to note surprising facts or strong qualities. 

Mirror Identity Reflection (10 min): Students use mirrors and the “I am…” worksheet to finish 
prompts like: “Like Hatshepsut, I am brave enough to…” “I can lead by…” 

Art Connection (10 min): Students draw one symbol of Hatshepsut’s power—a crown, a 
temple, or an obelisk—and label it with a leadership quality. 

Assessment: 

● Formative: Completed story map 
● Summative: “I am…” identity reflection + labeled drawing 

 

Day 2: Voice of the Pharaoh – Expressive Narrative Writing 
Materials: 

● Scroll paper or parchment-style templates 
● Empathy sentence starter cards 
● Writing folders or journals 
● Royal seal stamp images or templates 

Hook (5 min): Read aloud the prompt: “I, Hatshepsut, was never meant to rule, but I knew 
Egypt needed a strong leader...” 

Mini-Lesson (5 min):  

● Discuss first-person point of view and how historical figures can be brought to life 
through narrative.  

● Review narrative structure: setting, conflict, decision, outcome. 

Writing Workshop (25 min): Students choose a scenario (e.g., leading a construction project, 
organizing a trade mission, delivering a speech) and write a journal-style entry from 
Hatshepsut’s perspective. Use empathy starters to deepen their emotional voice. 



Sharing & Author’s Chair (10 min): Select a few students to read in-character as Hatshepsut, 
using props if desired. 

Art Wrap-Up (5 min): Illustrate a royal seal for their story with symbols of strength, vision, or 
leadership. 

Assessment: 

● Formative: Peer editing checklist for voice, structure, emotion 
 

● Summative: Completed first-person narrative + royal seal illustration 

 

Day 3: Words of Power – Writing a Pharaoh’s Speech 

Materials: 

● Speech prompt cards 
● Rubric for oral presentation 
● Journals or lined writing paper 

Hook (5 min): Ask: “If you were Pharaoh, what message would you share with your people? 
What problems might you try to solve?” 

Mini-Lesson (10 min):  

● Introduce the elements of a persuasive speech—strong opening, supporting arguments, 
emotion, and a call to action.  

● Share examples of famous historical speeches and identify persuasive techniques. 

Writing (20 min):  

● Students write a speech in the voice of Hatshepsut.  
● Prompts include: announcing a temple construction, addressing trade success, or 

proclaiming a new law.  
● Encourage students to include at least three persuasive points and one rhetorical 

question. 

Pair Share & Feedback (10 min): Students present their speech to a partner using a rubric. 
Each partner offers feedback on clarity, emotion, and structure. 

Reflection (5 min): Exit slip: “The most important part of my speech was ___ because...” 

Assessment: Drafted speech + peer feedback rubric + exit slip reflection. 

 



Day 4: Poetry of Power – Creative Expression through Verse 

Materials: 

● Background instrumental music 
● Poetry word/image banks 
● Journals or poetry templates 
● Spotlight or reading stand (optional) 

Hook (5 min):  

● Play soft music while students view artistic imagery of ancient temples and queens.  
● Ask: “What feelings or colors come to mind when you think about Hatshepsut’s world?” 

Mini-Lesson (10 min):  

● Introduce poetry forms (free verse, haiku, rhyming couplets).  
● Provide a bank of words and images related to Egypt and leadership (e.g., river, stone, 

wisdom, horizon, crown). 

Writing Workshop (20 min): Students write a poem inspired by Hatshepsut’s reign, 
incorporating metaphors or descriptive language. They may focus on themes of identity, 
strength, or legacy. 

Sharing (10 min): Students choose to present their poem aloud, with the option to use props or 
stand in the “poet’s spotlight.” 

Reflection (5 min): Journal prompt: “What makes poetry powerful?” 

Assessment:  

● Formative: Final poem. 
● Summative: Journal entry. 

 

Day 5: Scrolls of Legacy – Portfolio Presentation 

Materials: 

● Decorative materials for scrolls (ribbon, labels, borders) 
● Student work: story maps, narratives, speeches, poems, seals 
● Sticky notes for feedback 

Hook (5 min): Ask: “What do you want people in the future to remember about your Pharaoh’s 
story?” 



Mini-Lesson (10 min):  

● Show sample scroll designs and explain the structure of a portfolio scroll.  
● Discuss the importance of presentation and legacy. 

Assembly Time (25 min): Students compile their story map, narrative, speech, poem, and 
royal seal into a scroll-style portfolio. Encourage creativity with borders, symbols, and illustrated 
covers. 

Gallery Walk (10 min): Class displays scrolls for peers to read and admire. Students leave 
written compliments or questions on sticky notes. 

Closing Circle (5 min): Each student shares one thing they learned about leadership from 
Hatshepsut. 

Assessment: Scroll portfolio with all components; gallery walk participation; reflection 
statement. 
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Social Studies: Geography, Power, and Place – The Nile’s Impact 
Subject: Social Studies 
Grade Level: Elementary (Grade 5) 
Duration: 5 days (45 minutes each) 

Standards: 

● SS.5.G.1.1 – Interpret physical features on maps and how they affect human activity. 

● SS.5.G.1.4 – Describe how geographic features influence settlement and movement. 

● SS.5.A.1.1 – Use primary and secondary sources to interpret historical events. 

Objectives: 

● Identify and analyze key geographic features of ancient Egypt. 
 

● Understand the influence of the Nile River on daily life, leadership, trade, and settlement. 
 

● Use map skills and creative thinking to simulate geographic decision-making. 
 

 



Day 1: Mapping Ancient Egypt – The River that Shaped a Civilization 

Materials: 

● Political and physical maps of Egypt and Florida 
 

● Streamers (blue for Nile), sandpaper (desert), felt or green fabric (farmland) 
 

● Glue, scissors, colored pencils 
 

● Scented oils (e.g., mint, cinnamon) or cotton balls dabbed in scent 
 

● Audio clip of Nile River sounds at night 
 

● Paper for creative writing 
 

Hook (5 min): 
 

● Play the sound of the Nile River at night while displaying a satellite image of the Nile lit 
up in modern Egypt.  

● Ask: “What do you think life would have been like living near this river 5,000 years ago?” 

Mini-Lesson & Sensory Mapping (20 min): 

● Introduce the Nile, delta, deserts, Red Sea, and Mediterranean Sea. 
 

● Students create a textured map of Egypt using materials like streamers, sandpaper, and 
felt to show key features. 
 

● Label important locations: Nile River, Upper and Lower Egypt, the delta, desert regions, 
and the Red Sea. 

Comparison Activity (10 min): 

● Compare Egypt with Florida. What geographic features do they share (coasts, rivers)? 
How are they different (deserts, deltas)? 
 

● Brief discussion: “How might those differences change how people live?” 

Creative Writing Task (10 min): 
Students write a short paragraph titled “My Day by the Nile” using at least three sensory 
details (e.g., sounds, smells, textures). 

Assessment: 



● Formative: Completion of sensory map with accurate labels. 
 

● Summative: “My Day by the Nile” paragraph graded for creativity and geographic 
understanding. 
 

 

Day 2: Geography Meets Leadership – Pharaohs and the River 

Materials: 

● Herodotus quotes or primary source excerpts 
 

● Challenge cards: “Build a temple in the best location,” “Plan flood relief in the delta,” etc. 
 

● Chart paper or map templates 
 

● Markers, stickers for city symbols 
 

● “River Rhythm” chant handout or lyrics 
 

Hook (5 min): 

● Ask students: “If you were Pharaoh, where would you build your capital? Why?” 
● Show a simple elevation map of Egypt and discuss flood risks, resources, and 

transportation. 

Mini-Lesson (5 min): 

● Introduce Herodotus’ writings on the Nile and how geography influenced ancient 
Egyptian decision-making.  

● Briefly discuss how pharaohs needed to consider trade routes, flood zones, and 
population centers. 

Simulation Activity (25 min): 

● Students form groups and analyze different Nile locations using quote cards and 
challenge prompts. 
 

● Each group must choose a capital location and defend it based on geography. 
 

● They draw a “Leadership Map” marking their chosen site with symbols for resources, 
population, and strategic advantage. 
 



Debrief and Reflection (10 min): 

● Groups present their city choice and reasoning. 
 

● Discuss: “Was there a perfect place to build? What made the decision hard?” 
 

Wrap-Up (5 min): 
 Teach and perform the “River Rhythm” chant—a fun, rhythmic recap of Nile facts (e.g., “The 
Nile flows north, it floods each year…”). 

Assessment: 

● Formative: Notes on group reasoning and interaction. 
 

● Summative: “Letter to the Pharaoh” in which students write a persuasive explanation for 
choosing a city site, using geographic evidence. 

 

 

Day 3: Trading on the Nile – Economy and Exchange 

Materials: 

● Marketplace images and ambient sounds 

● Trade item cards (e.g., papyrus, linen, grain, incense, gold) 

● Nile River trade maps 

● Trade log sheets 

Hook (5 min):  

● Display colorful marketplace scenes from ancient Egypt and play ambient market 

sounds.  

● Ask: “If you were a trader, what would you bring? What would you want in return?” 

Mini-Lesson (10 min): Teach students about the importance of the Nile as a trade route. 

Highlight goods exchanged (papyrus, linen, grain, incense, gold) and Egypt’s economic ties with 

Nubia, Mesopotamia, and Mediterranean ports. 



Activity (20 min): Students receive roles as merchants from various cities. Each is given a set 

of trade goods and a map of Nile trade posts. Using their maps, they “travel” around the 

classroom exchanging goods with other traders based on geographic clues and need (e.g., 

“You’re from Upper Egypt; you have gold but need papyrus”). All exchanges must be logged on 

a trade record sheet with date, route, and goods exchanged. 

Debrief & Reflection (5 min): Facilitate a short discussion: “What made trading easy or 

difficult?” Follow with a written reflection: “The most valuable trade I made was ___ because…” 

Assessment: Completed trade logs (formative); reflection writing (summative). 

 

Day 4: Daily Life Along the Nile – Then and Now 

Materials: 

● Riverbank ambiance sounds 
● Images/text describing ancient social roles (e.g., scribes, artisans) 
● Timeline templates 
● Crayons/colored pencils 

Hook (5 min): Play layered sounds of a riverbank—water, birds, workers. Ask: “What do you 

hear? What time of day might this be?” 

Mini-Lesson (10 min):  

● Show images and read a brief text about daily life for different members of society: 

farmers, children, scribes, artisans, nobles.  

● Break down a sample day using a timeline. 

Activity (20 min): Students choose a role and construct a timeline with at least 6 labeled 

activities across the day. Use images, illustrations, and captions. Include sensory details (e.g., 

“At sunrise, I gather reeds by the river. The water is cool on my feet.”). This can also be a group 

project, and the role can be assigned to the groups. 



Comparison & Share (5 min): Partner students to share their timeline and compare it to their 

own lives. Prompt: “What would you like or dislike about this life?” 

Assessment: Illustrated timeline (formative); oral or written comparison (summative). 

 

Day 5: If I Were Pharaoh – Geographic Decision-Making and Legacy 

Materials: 

● Scenario cards outlining infrastructure challenges 
● Blank maps 
● Markers and colored pencils 
● Writing paper or scroll templates 
● Sticky notes for peer feedback 

 

Hook (5 min): Present a leadership dilemma: “Flooding threatens the farmlands. Grain stores 

are low. Your people need you to decide—do you build a canal, store grain, or expand your city 

for safety?” Display maps with problem zones marked. 

Mini-Lesson (10 min):  

● Review major geographic decision-making scenarios in ancient Egypt.  

● Show real examples (e.g., the construction of canals for flood control, granaries in cities, 

moving capitals like Akhetaten). 

Activity (20 min):  

● Students choose one of three paths: Build a canal, Expand a city, or Store grain.  

● Using blank maps, they plan a location-based solution with supporting visuals (e.g., 

where to dig the canal and what it connects). 



● On the back, they write a formal “Royal Decree” from the voice of a Pharaoh explaining 

their decision. 

Gallery Walk (5 min): Display maps and decrees around the room. Students use sticky notes 

(they can add their names so the teacher can observe the student's understanding) to leave 

feedback (“Your solution helps because...” / “I wonder what would happen if…”). 

Assessment: Completed improvement map (formative); Royal Decree with clear geographic 

reasoning and civic impact (summative). 
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